Mr. Grp 8 Rexakks 


* 


AGAINST. Ie 


The late SYNODICAL Fas ; June, 2d. 


1 


* 


1 — — 
* * * . a 
, 4 pi ? * N » , - 1 . 
1 - * 1 . > * 1 ” - _ 
" 


5 * —_— WA 1 — 2 A, 


WY : — 


* 


By X L P A E * s K T M E., I M. 
e of 1555 E at * Dunes Ns: 


_ — % 


— 


1 — om— — —_ — — 


y—_ yr — 


- © « 
- 


ISALAH Will. 6, 7. 2 not this the Faſt that 7 e 5 


choſen; 13 looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, to undo the © 
2 Burdens, aud to let the oppreſſed go free, unit 
that yebreak every Yoke, — and that thou 1 504 nat t hy + 
Jl — * own erties — e 


LY 4 wil = % , * 8 


=- * 


* an. 
Tan t 0 1 — 1 


5 Fa." 
5 Fa % * 
1 
0 pre © 


"GL. #3 @ COM 2 

Printed for J. NE WLAN DS, am Sold; be um at his Shop: 2 | 
the Head of the Calle, and; 6% N Nozty in Per 

A. WEBSTER in bees ; IJ. Bey60 in Dunfermline 3 
IJ. JIArr in Sei ng; T. "AVERFILE in edburgh 3 
Baillie Ca bo L in Had ton; W. Sui in Edinburgh ;, 
J. PATON in Linliibgeu; ]. . TON in NAlinar net 5 
* SMITH in Falkirk; and 0 Forts r in Linton. 
| M. Dee X VIIL. 


bY . 
" — 4 * 3 — 5 * ” p . 


\ 


A 


— 
—— 
wy 
* 
— 


Po 


oy 
$3 = 
5 OWN 
5 8 
= 
--#- * 
Z 
I 1 
£2 
"= 


1 


Ws at 
N E,. VITE 7 
Mr. Grz's REMAR ERS, Oc. 


E EIN G the Remarks on the Aſſocia te 
Synod's late A# for a Faſt, April 15th, 
1748, pretend, as in the Title Page, to 
lay open the Defection and Deceit there- 

of, it will not be amiſs to expoſe both the Dis- 

HONESTY and DISSIMULATION of theſe Re, 

marks ; and the rather, that as the Deſign of that 

Act was to ſanfify a Faſt to the Lord; ſo the In- 

tention of theſe Remarks was to PROSTITUTE 

and DISGRACE it, and to induce Members of 
the Aſſociate Body to a Profanation thereof; 
which is the firſt Attempt, of this Kind, among 

Seceders, to rob God of what was thus devoted 

and conſecrated to him. And therefore it may 

be thought the more expedient to examine, by 
ſome ſhort Hints, whether any thing ſolid and 


momentous be bffered in theſe Remarks, 
ow A 2 And 
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And firſt, of all, one cannot ſhun to obſerve, 
tow this Performance of Mr. Gib's begins and 
ends with vain- boaſting ; ſeeing at the End he 
notiſtes the little Time he pretends he had for 
making his Remarks; and in the Beginning 
thereof, Page 4, he magnifies the Number of 
Miniſters he had on his Side; ſetting, in a very 
. deceitful Way, Twenty-two againſt a Dozen, 
and thence inferring, that the greateſt Number 
muſt be the Aſſociate Synod, Nineteen of them 
being Members before the Breach. But as this 
Author makes no Mention at all that Elders, as 
well as Miniſters, were conſtituent Members of the 
Synod ; ſo, let one ſuppoſe, that all his Nineteen 


were againſt the Twelve before the Breach, then, 
how could the Nineteen be out-voted by the 


Twelve? And why did not the Majority he 


boaſts off, maintain their Place and Conſtitution, 
without withdrawing and betaking themſelves to 
a new and axtiſcriptural Conſtitution ® 

But ſince the Point, preſently in Debate, is 
concerning that Schi/m which was made from the 
Aſſociate Synod, on the ninth of April, 1747, 
and the Conſtitution of a new pretended Synod 
next Day, and fince this Author, in order, it 
would ſeem, to carry away Diſciples with bis 
Diſſimulation, and impoſe on the ignorant and 

unwary, repreſents their Number to be fo far 
ſuperior to that of their Brethren, from whom 
they went off, let us take a more particular Sur- 
vey of the whole of that Aﬀair, which ſtood thus. 

By the Rolls in Cuſtody, which can be pro- 


duced, if demanded, it appears, that there were 


above Fifty. conſtituent, Members of Court pre- 
ſent in the Afternoon's Sederunt, on the ninth of 


April, 


E 8 J | 
April, when this Schi/m was made, Twenty-nine 
whereof were Miniſters, and the reſt Elders. . Of 
theſe, Thirteen Miniſters and Ten Elders, as this 
Author terms it, Page 5. ſtood under the Ban- 
ner of a ſolemn Proteſtation; and when the Vote 
complained of was paſt, made a local Motion, as 
he calls it, Page 4. or went off, leaving Sixteen” 
Miniſters, and Thirteen or Fourteen of the Elders 
behind them, who continued their. Sederunt till. 
Buſineſs was ended that Night, and appointed 
the next Meeting in the ſame Place To-morrow, 
for Fafling and Prayer, which was obſerved ac- 
cordingly. Upon the tenth of April, Twelve of 
theſe Thirteen Miniſters, who had gone off from 
the Synod in ſuch a diſorderly Manner, together 
with Eleven Elders, conſtituted themſelves in a. 
pretended Synod in Mr, Gib's Houſe ; Mr. Hil- 
liam Mair, who. had left the Synod with them, 
having gone home that Day, and ſaid to ſome, 
that he did not ſee, that they had Power to con- 
ſiitute themſelvesn. Well then, are Thirteen Mi- 
niſters, and Ten Elders, who made the local Mo- 
tion, as our Author calls it, upon the ninth of 
April, 1747; or, if you will, the Twekve Mini 
ſters and Eleven Elders, which made. the New 
Conſtitution next Day, are they the Majority of 
upwards of Fifty Members of Synod 7. Here is a 
local Motion of the Minority to Mr, Gib's Houſe, 
pretending to carry the Power of the Keys with 
them, while the Majority is left behind, ftill 
poſſeſſing that Power. That the Meaderator, the 
Rev, Mr. James Mair, declined to officiate, 
while the Queſtion then in Debate was voted, as 
our Author aſſerts, Page 4. is a direct Falſhood: 
Hundreds of Witneſſes ſa w him in the e 
Ot 
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both then, and at the very Inſtant wherein they 
ſeparated from the Synod: And both he, and the 
then Cler+ have affirmed, in Miſſives under their 
Hands, now publiſhed, that they were then offi- 


. ciating, 


But this is not all; for our Author, upon the 
Matter, aſſerts, Page 4. that Twenty-two Mi- 
niſters, Nineteen of whom were Members before 
the Breach, made a bodily or local Motion from 


+ their Brethren, whom they left ſitting upon that 


ninth of April. And in Page 5. he, in expreſs 
Terms, calls them they left, the Minority, and 
thoſe that had made the bodily Motion, the Ma- 
jority; which, is another direct Falſhood, under 
which he has attempted to hide himſelf, as ap- 
pears plainly from the Account I have already 
given of this Matter, and will yet further appear, 
if we enquire into the Manner how theſe N:ne- 
teen have come to be now the Members of their 
pretended Syned ; and the Caſe ſtands plainly thus: 

Tuo of that Number, namely, Mr. Andrew 
Arrot, and Mr. 7ohn Cleland, were abſent from 
that Meeting of Sy ned; but, by Ways and Means, 


the laſt of theſe came up on the Week after the 


Breach, and joined the ſeparating Brethren, tho' 
he had never declared himſelf inclined to any 
fuch Meaſures in the Synod before that Time, 
and had been abſent from ſeveral of the Meetings 
of Synod, wherein the Matter in Controverſy 
had been debated. At ſome of their other Meet- 
ings afterwards, Mr. Arrot joind them; and, 
no doubt, his Name, as is ſaid of Mr. Cleland, 
Introduction to Alls and Proceedings, Page 10. 
was added to the Roll; which, out of their own 
Mouth, will prove their Conſtitution to be NE; 
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for the Names of ſuch as were Members of a 
Court formerly, are not ADDED' to the Roll. 
Three of theſe Nineteen, viz. Mr. David 
Smyton, Mr. 7ohn Erſkine, and Mr. Andtew 
Domſon, voted alongſt with the Synad, in the 
ft of the two Votes, by which the ſeparating 
Brethren alledge that the Synod had loſt the Pow- 
er of the Keys; and ſo far were they from ftand- 
ing under the Banner of a ſolemn Proteftation;\ as 
this Author is pleaſed to call it, that they ſat in 
Synod that Night, after he and his Brethren had 
left it, and (excepting Mr.Smyton, who went home) 
met with the Synod next Day, and continued 
with them, till they roſe, having appointed their 
next Meeting to be at Stirling: But all theſe 
three afterwards deſerted, the Synod, and joined 
the ſchiſmatical Synod, to their great Shame and 
Diſhonour. Mr. William Mair, who went 
home from Edinburgh on the Day of the Nero 
Conſtitution in great Darkneſs, came to get new 
Light, and afterwards fell in with the New Con- 
/litution, Mr. IJſaac Paton, who changed Sides 
likewiſe after he left Edinburgh, ſoon joined 
them, heartily concurring with, and eſpouſing their 
As and Proceedings. Thus we have got Seven, 
who, together with the Twelve that firſt conſti- 
tuted themſelves in Mr. Gib's Houſe, April roth, 
1747, namely, Meſſeurs James Thomſon, Alex- 
ander Moncrieff, Thomas Mair, George Brown, 
William Campbell, Adam Gib, Andrew * 
Patrick Matthew, James Scot, John White, 
George Murray, and Robert Archibald, make up 
our Nineteen, ſo much boaſted of. And now, 
I leave it to every judicious and unprejudiced 
Perſon, io judge into the Regularity of that loce! 
| 5 Motion, 
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Motion, which this Author ſpeaks of, when it 
Was a Motion of the Minority from the Majority, 

both of Miniſters and Elders. © 

It will be needleſs to inſiſt on the new Term, 
acting Members, which this Author has invent- 
ed, Page 5. to explain the Myſtery of this loca! 
Mofion, ſince it is a great Doubt if he under- 
ſtands it himſelf: But, beſides the Falſhoods 
already mentioned, and other calumnious Aſſer- 
tions in Page 4, 5. which are repeated, ad nau- 
eam, in all their Performances, tho' their Falſ- 
hoods have been ſufficiently diſcovered in former 
Prints; beſides theſe, I ſay, one can ſcarcely 
+ miſs obſerving with what Arrogancy he aſſerts, 
Page 4. that they are the only Miniſters of the 
£<© Seceſſion, who can be found remaining upon 
£6. the former Ground, with the former Te/timony 
7 of the 4/eciate Synod.” This leading, and 
bare-faced Poſition is equally true with what fol- 
lows in the ſame Page, That their Separation 
was ne more thun a bodily, or local Motion from 
ene Place to another + But who is fo credulous 
as to believe, that the di/orderly Call of a private 
diſſenting Member, given in Synod, to that Par- 
ty to meet ſeparately by themſelves, without the 
reſt of the conſtituent Members of Court, to- 
gether with their new Conſtitution, new Terms 
of Communion, new Tenets, and new terrible 
Sentences againſt their Brethren, had nothing 
at all of moral God or Evil in them, but were 
merely Steps of bedily Motion? But, let any 
one ſuppoſe, that the ſmaller Number of his pre- 
tended Synod, ſhould act the ſame Part to the Ma- 
Jority, which he and his Brethren that join him 
have done to the Aſſociate Synod, leaving them 
| | in 
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in the ſame Manner, and telling them that they 
had dropt the whole Teſtimony, and all the o- 
ther Nonſenſe that he and his Party daily up- 
braid us with, and ſhould yet further conſtitute 
themſelves next Day, paſs Sentence againſt them, 
and call themſelves the only Miniſters of the Se- 
ceſſion, that could be found remaining on the 
former Ground, with the former Teſtimony of 
the Aſſociate Synod ; according to this Author's 
Reaſoning, all this ſhould have been but a lac 
„ oo oo R 
However, our Author fearing, it would ſeem, 
that the lacal Motion would he but a poor De- 
fence for the ſtrange Scene which they had now 
opened, he betakes. himſelf to another 8hift, 
which he ſuppoſes will be more effectual, and 
that is, to the Extraordinarineſi of the Caſe, 
which will atone farthe U nPRECEDENTEDNESS 
of their Courſe, and conſequently for Every 
THixGelſe: ** For, ſays he, Page 5. it is plain, 
© that the Matter of ordinary Forms behoved to 
yield unto an extraordinary Way of maintain- 
< ing the Cauſe of Truth, where no ether Way 
© thereof was left practicable,” But beſides the 
Boldneſs of this Suppoſition, that the Cauſe of 
Truth is on their Side, which they never have, 
nor will be able to make good, what Mr. Gi. 
here advances, is indeed a Latitudinarian Scheme 
with a Witneſs; that proclaims a Liberty to all 
Men to tranſgreſs the Rule of God's Word, upon 
Pretence of extraordinary Circumſlances, as if 
theſe would juſtify them in giving up with all or- 
dinary Forms, and fcriptural Rules; and as if 
ſome new frantick Invention, and not the Word 


of God, were the only Rule to be followed, in 
B any 
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any Caſe which they fancy, and Fooliſhly call, 
EXTRAORDINARY. Our God is not the Ju- 
thor, nor Approver of Confuſion; but has com- 
manded al Things in his Church, to be done de- 
cently, and in order,” 1 Cor. xiv. 40. And, thro®! 
his Grace, we ſhall always eſteem it ſafer to 
tand in the aps and ſee, and aſt for the old 
Paths, where i ibe good MV ay, and walk therein, 
that 40e may find Reſt to our Souls, Jer: vi. 16. 
than to- fumble in their Ways from the antient 
Paths, to walk in Paths, in a Hay not caſt up, 
Fr. xvii 15 We will chuſe to be Followers 
of them who, thro" Faith and Patience; have inhe-! 
rited the Promiſes, Heb. vi. 12: and ge forth by the 
Fobiſteps of the: Rleck, Cant. i. 8. rather than fall 
in with an unprecedented May, which Mr. Gib 
owns, Page 5. that 'Courſe they have taken to 
be: Mean Time colouring over all their Extra- 
vagances with this Varniſh, that it is“ an extra- 
«© ordinary ay of maintaining ibe Cauſe of Truth, 
and thit u ether Way thereof was left pra- 
«© Ficable :** Which is nothing elſe, but a ſet- 
ting up of their own Notions and Dictates, to be 
implicitly followed, in the Room of the unerring 
Rule of the WU. 1 

This Author, Page 6. diſtinguiſhes betwixt 
dropping the tubale Teſtiniony abſolutely, and the 
whole Teſtimony as among the Hands of the Aſſociate 
Synod; that is, the whole Teſtimony as Hated 
in a Way of Seceſſton. This Diſtinction ſuppoſes 
a whole "Teſtimony maintained by us, and a 
whole Teſtimony deſerted by us; and therefore 
it is well if he underſtands it himſelf; for, cers 
tlinly he brings a great Reproach upon the Seceſ- 


Jin, to ſuppoſe, that a whole Teſlimony can be 
EY x | faith— 
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faithfully maintained, without being ſtated in a 
Way of Sece//ion; becauſe then the Seceſſian 
would be ſchiſmatical, unneceſſary, and unrea- 
ſonable. | TFL | = 

Again, He aſſerts, that our ſecond Vote gave 
Allowance for contradictory Oaths, and a mate- 
rial Abjuration of the whole Teſtimony. Tho' 
this be nothing but a loathſome repeating of 
Things that have been ſufficiently expoſed al- 
ready, yet let us ſee the Reaſon fuͤr:this Aſſertion 
here: Why, the Reaſon is, becauſe the Deci- 
ſton of the Sy nod, April 1746, concerning the 
Religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs Oaths, finds 
ſo and ſo, which Deciſion, ſays he, they Hill pro- 
Felſealy left ſtanding. But as the Reaſons why we 
did fo, are given in our Ad declating be Nullity v 
the:r Conſtitution and Þ roceedings, and fuch-Rea- 
ſons as they have, never anſwered, and, it ſeems, 
cannot; fo this Author hath forgot the Way 
wherein it was left ſtanding, even under (tos uſe 
his own Words in another Caſe) tbe Banner 
ſolenm Proteftatian againſt it, as a ſinful and un- 


lawful Deciſion, contradictory to the; Word of SH 


God, and to our Covenants and-Teſtimony;:By 
which it is evident, that his pretended: d ynad hath 
proceeded in this Matter, in am arbitrary Aun 
ner, and up9n the: tho/t imaginary Grounds, and 
that the: 4//ocaate; Synad had good Reaſon to 
declare ſo much in their late Alu for a ſolemn Fat. 
Page 8. contains an Aſſertidn, xt their new 
Laws and Terms of Communion are nothing elie 
but a-new Stand far the received: Tyſtimaony, in Op- 
poſtion to new Attacks, made om ifa What 
is this new Stand? Juſt a finding it, to be a Sin 
to maintain, by Oa Wee zutho- 
4 2 
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ing 
. #pprovitip of, and acquirſcing in what earane 
hy 1 7 — — 7 Bak on As. e "= 
- adtually making 
tber afterward, and a Brother of his elſewhere, 
fays, a profeſſed ſymbolizing with, and asquieſcitg 
| | in 
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rized by the preſent Laws of the Land, and to 
renounce Popery. If this be the new and neceſ- 
ſary Stand for the received Teſtimony, it is high 
Time for all the Friends of the true Religion, 
and the Enemies of Popery, to avoid and beware 
of this new Standing. bt ES | 
Fiom Page 8. to the 16. the Author harangues 
at large, by many ſophiſtical Diſtinctions, to 
free himfelf and his Brethrens Acts and Proceed- 
ings from the Charge of reproaching the Teſti- 
mony, by their making it to fute 4 Duarril 
with the preſent National Profeſſion and Settle- 
ment of Religion. This he both owns and denies, 
by ſo many 13 that it is hard to tell 
if he underſtands himſelf; furely many of his 
Readers cannot. One famous Diſtinction of his, 
is betwixt the Church's objefive Profeſſion, and 
her fubjeftive Profeſſion. This thread- bare Di- 
inction, which was new coined with this De- 
bate, for diſgracing the Religious Clauſe of the 
 Barpefs:Oath, is quite off from the Purpoſe ; for, 
as hatbeen cleared elſewhere, that Oath is a 
ſwearing to the legal Profeſſion of Church and 
State; that is, the true Religion profeſſed and 


authorised by Law, which is the ſame that al- 


ways was the Profeſſion of Seceders, both before 


and ſince their Seveflion, till now that Separatiffs 


are denying it. Hence, fecondly, it is quite 
2 to make the 8enſe and Meaning of ſwear- 
t foreſaid Clauſe to be ar acknowledging, 


at this Day; that is, as this Au- 
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in the public t Defect ions and Corruptions in Church _ 

and State concerning Religion. The Abſurdity 
of this Senſe of ſwearing to the true Religion, 
is fo clearly demonftrated in fome late Prints, 
that it is ſtrange ſuch Vonſenſe thould be repeated: 
For, if a ſwearing to the true Religion eftabliſh- 
ed by Law, be not a ſwearing againſt all Cor- 
ruptions and Defections whatſoever, then there 
would be no Difference between the true Religi- 
on and Corruption, nor conſequently betwixt 
Heaven and Hell. The Senſe then, in which 
this Author ſays they mean their fated Quarrel 
with the National Profeſſion and Settlement of 
Religion, inſtead of being, as he calls it, a plain 
Senſe, appears to be plain Nonſenſe ; which, it 
would ſeem, wholly flows from the confounding 
of Profeſſion and Pradtice, fo frequently done by 
this Author and his Brethren ; as if the National 
Prof:ſſion of Religion authorized by Law, which 
we always hitherto made and pwned in our Te- 
ſtimony, were the ſame with Mens Appearance 
for, and Maintenance of Religion, which they actu- 
j ally make, and which evidently relates to their 
Acts and Prattices, but not to their Profeſſion. 
So dangerous is it for Men to confound What 

God's Word makes diſtinct, Ti. i. x6. Fſaln 
boxviii. 34,—38. that all their ſubtil Airis, in 
dividing and ſubdividing, mending and metamor - 
phoſing their Phraſes, tend only to darken and de- 
ceive themſelvesand others, and to make them fink. 
the deeper in the Mire of Confuſion and Delufuqn. 
This Author pretends, Page 12th, to find the 
Smell of a new Tenet, very ſubverſive of the 
Teſtimony ; as if the 1rue Religion, ſays he, in 
. Dedtrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Goverwment 


had 


I 


had the ſame Eflabliſhment and Authorizing, upon 
the Matter, at this Day, that ever it bad in 
Scotland, If this be a new Tenet, the Author 
ſhould have made it appear to be ſo: For, to de- 
ny this Fact is indeed a new Tenet, ſubverſive of 


the Te/timony, wherein it is proved, in ſeveral 


Inſtances, that we adopt the ſame Profeſſion with 
the preſent Judicatories from whom we made Se- 
ceſſion, for their Defection therefrom ; and 


wherein we aſſert, that our Religion is eſtabliſhed 


by the Laws of the Land, which Laws revive and 


ratify all the former Laws eſtabliſhing that Reli- 
gion ſince the Reformation. Our Author ſeems 
here to conceal the neo Tenet anent the Eraſtiani/m 
of the Revolution Settlement, which ſome of his 
Brethren have come out with; by which they 
plainly infinuate, that their new Conſtitution is 
better and purer than any Conſtitution that was 
in the Church of Scotland in her pureſt Times, 
Which have been proved to have been all Erajti- 
zan, if the Revolution was ſo : | 
Pages 14th, 15th, The Author ſeems plainly to 
give up the Cauſe relating to the Burgeſs Oath, 
in its Religious Clauſe, as a TI bing they have ne- 
ver condemned, though yet it is a Thing about 


Which they have made ſo much ado in all their 


Wiritings. Why, fays he, the true Religion pre- 
ently profeſſed and authorized is one Thing, and 
the preſent profeſſing and authorizing thereof, in 
- this Realm, is another Thing; and i is this other 
Thing that the Synod all along means by the preſent 
National Profeffion and Settlement of Religion; 10 
that their Quarrel about the Burgeſs Cath is noi 


"a Quarrel with ſibearing to the true Religian di- 


' finely: conſidered, but a Quarrel with ſwearing 
wik | 10 
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11 it complexly. confidered, under the Form of thei 
ſaid National Profeſſion and Sattlement./ Now, 
Reader, here you ſee the HBabel- building upon the 
Burgeſs Oath, tumbling down, for this Builder 
overturns the Foundation of it; byoſhewing that 8 
it is ſome other Thing than the Burgeſs Oath they N 
have been quarreling; that is, ſamg other Thing: 
than a ſwearing to the true Religion preſentiy 
profeſſed and authorized; for this, tage ther with {i 
the renouncing of popery, is all that is ſworn to 
in that Religious Clauſe. It is the true Religion, 
materially conſidered, that is there ſworn to; for 
it is this true Religion itſelf, that is profeſſed and 
authorized by the Laws of the Land; and if it 
be ſome other Thing than this that they quarrel, 
why condemn the Burgeſs Oath, and ercommuni- 
cate all that will not do ſo? and then tell the 
World, it is /ome other Thing they are condemn- 
ing; and indeed it muſt be ſeme other Thing than 
the Burgeſs Oath they mean, tho" yet the Half 
ot them do not know what they mean, nor does 
this Author ſeem to know what he would be at . 
for it is true, the Burgeſs Oath' was never a: 
ſwearing to, what he calls, a prefeſſing and au- 
thorifing of Religion, which would, have been di- 
rect Nonſenſe; for, it would ſuppoſe that the 
Laws eftabliſhing the true Religion were nat yet. 
framed, but à framing, and that the Oath were: 
a (wearing not to a Thing already author 12ed, . 
but to a preſent authorixing of it. Such a ſtrange 
Shift made tor Expreſſions, even contrary to the 
very Rules of Grammar, ſhews how hard it is for 
this Author to make the Acts and Proceedings of 
theſe Brethren conſiſtent with common Senſe, far 
ics with Truth: Yet upon ſuch Grounds as theſe 


their 


U 6 


ing of that Oath, was a ſwearing to the publich 


State of Religion” ai: preſent in this Church and 
Lend. But let him not forget hit own Diſtincti- 


on, That the publick State of Religion at preſent, 
is ane Thing, and the true Religion preſently pro- 


felled and authorized: by Law, is another; and 


therefore his Quartel with the Burgeſs Oath, and 
with his Hrethten that ſee it e the 
Cauenants and Feſtimony, is a 
and unrezſonable Quarrel. If he be of one and the 


ſame Mind with. ſome of his Brethren, he might 
hey have done, that the 
grand Quarrel is with the Eraſtian Revolution ; of 


have plainly told, as t 


which Abundance hath been ſaid elſewhere, par- 
ticularly in Fancy till no Faith, | 

Pages 17, 18, 19, 20. contain his Criticiſms 
upon forme Words contained in the Synod's Ae 
for the Faß, and Words very cautioully expreſt ; 
but theſe Criticiſms ſhew nothing but a captious 
Niſpoſuion, and a burning Zeal to ſlander his Bre- 
thren with that bare-faced Reproach of deſerting 


the Teſtimony, by repreſenting that ſome late | 


MVxitings on our Side, have expreſly denied ſundry 
Parts of the Enumeration of Evils in the Tefti- 


mony, &c. charging it with a Number of Falſ- 
hoods. But this Author hath forgot, perhaps 


witfully, that ſome Miſtakes, relating to hiſtori- 
cal FaQs, are acknowledged to be in the Tefti- 
mony by Mriters on his Side, as well as outs: 
And however ſubtilly he endeavours now to caft 
Iniquity upon his Brethren, yet if he reſolves, 


-before tha World, to make theſe gt ir 
WW/I08K » 


theit high Sentences proceed: And, to ufe this | 
Authors Words, / what Sort of Wort it this 
This Author-ſuppoſes, Page 16. that a (wear- 


groundlefs, mad, 
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whole, or any Part of his Teſtimony, let him do 
ſo before the God of Truth, if he dare. 
Pages 22, 23. This Author would fain prove 
the common Calumny caſt upon the Aſſociate 
Synod, as if they were giving up with, what he 
calls, the Seceſſion Teſtimony, in Relation to Com- 
munion with the preſent Judicatories : And here 
he would have it believed, that our Seceſſion was 
not only from the preſent Fudicatories, but from 
the Church-body, as he calls it, which theſe Fudi- 
catories do repreſent. But if the Seceſſion, as 
ſtated in the Teſtimony, was ever extended be- 
yond the Bounds of the preſent Judicatories, this 
Author is deſired, in his next, to CITE THAT 
ParT of the Teſtimony ; nay, he muſt frame a, 
NEW ONE before he find it. And if any ſuch 
Practices have been for ſome Years paſt gone in- 
to, as have tranſgreſſed the due Boundaries of 
the Teſtimony, and made Incroachments on the 
original Limits of the Seceſſion, whereby the Se- 
ceſſion and Teſtimony have been miſunderſtood, 
as containing a Principle of refuſing all Acts, even 
of Chriſtian Communion in ſealing Ordinantes,with 
the Members of the eſtabliſhed Chun At is cer- 
tainly full Time to vindicate the Szeethon and 
Teſtimony from ſuch a falſe Imputation, and 
ſuch a ſcandalous and ſchifmatical Prinheiple, as 
that of its being a total, abſolute, and unlimited 
Seceſſion, which the "Teſtimony itſelf declares it 
was never intended to be, 'as hath been elſewhere 
demonſtrated, For, in caſe of Reformation 
taking Place, with Reference to theſe Fhings 
that were the Grounds of the Seceſſion, we have 
again and again declared our Readineſs towards 
Re- unien and Communion, even with theſe Judi- 
cato- 
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catories from whom we made the Seceſſion; 
whereas, the ſeparating Brethren are building 
up Walls of perpetual Separation from the Church 
of Scotland, by making the GLoRIOUs REvo- 
LUTION itſelf a BAR in the Way of Communi- 
on with any that own the Revolution Church as 
ſuch ; which is a new Ground of Seceſſion from 
it, never known before, among upright Seceders, 


nor ever contained in our Teſtimony ; yea, fo 


far remote from our Intention, that ſome who 
would have acceded to us upon that Ground, 
namely, of caſting off the Revolution Church, 
were refuſed and rejected by us, and got their 
Acceſſion caſt over the Bar: But our ſeparating 
Brethren are not only thus overturning our former 
Seceſſion and Teſtimony, relating to Communi- 
on, and ſome of them aſſerting, that it was a Sin 
of Ignorance in them that ever they came under 
their Ordination Vows and Engagements, and 
were Members of the Revolution Church, but 
now have made ſuch Ferms of Communion, and 


Grounds of Excommunication, and theſe executed 


with ſuch Fary and Violence againſt their Bre- 
thren, as eidences unparalleled Infatuation 
and pet theſe dreadful Proceedings are what 


' this Brother” nick names with the Term of Faith- 


fulntſs, Pages 23, 24. 

Where alſo, having juſtified the preſent Way 
of his Brethrens going about Covenanting Work, 
by ſetting it in Oppolition to the Burgeſs Oath; 
the Amount of his Defence thereof is, and mult 
be, that it is a Bond renvuncing the true Religion, 
preſently profeſſed and authorized by the Laws of 


this Land; ſuch a dreadful Bond muſt their Co- 


venanting be, if it be the reveiſe of the Religious 
| Clauſe 


ſuch a Pretence to Zeal, a | | 
ing upon weak People to makeithembeheve Lies, 


* See an 
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Clauſe of the Burgeſs Oath: And if ſe, ſure- 
ly none but ſuch as are blinded to believe 
Lies and Contradictions, ' will venture to pro- 
fane the Name of God by ſuch Covenanting. 
But why ſuch Zeal, in this Author, againſt the 
Burgeſs Oath, who is ſaid, not long ago, before 
this Queſtion was on the Field, to have encou- 
raged ſome to take that Oath in Edinburgh? But 
indeed if he had remained of that Opinion, it is 


pofſible, by this Time, he had been excommuni- 


cated, and delivered unto Satan. 

Pages 24, 25. contain an Harangue, wherein 
he takes it for granted, that there are #9 hiſtori- 
cal Miflakes at all in the Teſtimony ; and thence . 
would infer, that the Aſſociate Synod have been, 
according to them, as he ſays, for a confiderable 


Time, inſnaring People into a Track of publick 
Faſis, as well as falſe Witneſſing againſt the Ge- 


neration, in pretending thus to faſt about a Num- 


ber of Falſboads, and yet not- no ſuch Uprigbhtneſ⸗ 


and Sircerity in their preſent Ad for , as 


ene Syllable qnent ſuch a Tra af Epovecations. 


Now, what a folemn Farce ; bearing 
yet therein impoſ- 


buſked up with ſuch a religious M For, 

1. It he fays, there are no hiſlomeal Miſtakes 
in the Teſtimony, he not only contradicts bis 
Leading Brother in the Vindication he pretends 


to make of their Acts and Proceedings, wherein 


be is obliged to acknowledge ſome hiſtorical Mi- 
Rakes in the Teſtimony, though fore againſt his 
Will, but alſo he contradicts Facts proved to the 
Conviction of all that will open their Eyes and 


read ſtanding Acts of Parliament. 
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2. He knows, that as theſe hiſtorical Miſtakes 


were never wilfully put in by us, but through an 
Overſight at firſt, ſo it was never hiftorical Fatts 


properly, but Jaewn Sin or Duty, that was rec- 
koned, by the Aſſociate Judicatories, to be pro- 
per Parts of the Teſtimony, binding upon the 
Conſcience, as they frequently declared to Ace 
ceders. But, . 

: When theſe Hiftories came to be made the 
Work of the Leſtimony, by the ſeparating 
Brethren, it was Time to enquire whether their 
Practice was founded upon Truth, or if they 
were making Lies, upon the Matter, and Mi- 
ſtakes their WHoLE Teſtimony, which is indeed 
a monſtrous Madneſs. - 

4. It ſhould be teckoned a merciful Providence, 
that we ourſelves have been ſtirred up to notice 
and correct theſe Miſtakes in Hiftory in our own 
Time, which is far better. {if we had the Humi- 
lity and Honeſty to acknowledge them) than that 
they had been expoſed in future Generations, to 
the Diſcredit of * Work, and the Re- 
proach of Rehgion. 

5. Could his Mather, after the Beer God 
has made in Providence, venture, before God, 
with Uprightneſs and Sincerity, to make that a 
Ground of ting, in any Congregation in Scot- 
land, that the Reformation Period, from 1638 
to 1649, was ſo far buried at the Revolution, 
that NONE of the Laws eſtabliſhing the true Reli- 


gion, enacted in that, or the precceding Period, 


were ratified or revived by the Revolution Parlia- 


ment? Could he, or any Soul, be exercifed 


before God, with Relation to this, as if it were 
one of the hounds of the Eord' 5 Controver ſy 
* 11th 
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with the Generation? Surely, if any ever faſted 
on this Ground, they needed only to be pitied for 
their Blindneſs and Ignorance. But as our Teſti- 
mony never bore ſuch a Falſhood relating to the 
true Religion, as if it were not eſtabliſhed at the 
Revolution, ſo when the Brethren have made 


ſome unguardedPhraſes in the Teſtimony, to bear 


this Senſe, as if the covenanted Principles of Re- 
ligion were wholly buried at the Revolution, and 
thereupon haye condemned the Religious Clauſe 
of the Burgeſs Oath, which, even as applied to 
the preſent Time, bears the real Truth in this 
Matter, and ſo have miſled People to believe a 
Lie herein, the Charge is very high they have 
to anſwer for. Vet, E 

6. There remain too many Grounds of Faſt- 
ing for the Cauſes of Ged's Controverſy with the 
Generation, tho* none e theſe Things that are 
hi/torical Miſtates "be: brought in for Grounds 


thereof; tho? this Author ſeems to ink, that if 


theſe be indeed Miſtakes, there is g Charge can 
be laid againſt the Land, nor Grounds*to ſay, 
e and our Fathers have H / is ſuch a 
weak and fooliſh Suppoſiton, that tie Author 
had conſidered merely What ih deen but lately 
publiſhed on this Head, h might have been 
aſhamed to make it. Sure gar Fathers were 


faulty in not plying the Parliamentat the Revo- 


lution to DO MORE than they did, with Refe- 


rence to our Covenanted Reformation, and in 
that neither Church, nor State did FORMALLY 


- RENEW theſe Covenants; and at the ſame Time, 


the Corruptions and Defections of the preſent 


Generation, from the true Religion itſelf, are 


highly. ageravated, that they abound even in Con- 
tra- 
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tradition to the Laws of the Land eftabliſhing 
the ſame. However, if this Author agrees in 
Opinion with his Fellow-Miriter and Vindicator, 
be ſhould have dealt more plainly, uprightly, and 
ſincerely, by ſhe wing, if he could, that the Re- 
volution was ERASTIAN, and conſequently that 
there was never a right and la wful Conſtitution 
of the Church of Scotland, till the pretended Sy- 
nodical Conſtitution in his Houſe, April 10th, 1747, 
which is proved above, to be made up of the 
Minority, both of Miniſters and Elders, who 
were Members of the Synod, and preſent at the 
Time of the Rupture ; and tho' their Numbers 
Now be ſuperior to ours, yet that can never help 
the ERROR of their firſt Conſtitution, which was 
plainly the LESSER NUMBER, arrogating to 
ciate Synod, without SEGEDING from them, con- 
trary to all the Orderand Decency that ever was 
obſerved in a Cout̃t of Chri But granting that 
they have more Miniſters on their Side at preſent, 
and boaſt OFNUMBERS as their Strength, a few 

« e about ſtrange Turns of the 


Y ears . 
 Wheal FFroyidence'; mean Time let us glory 
1 the oe, maintaining the Order of 


vis Houle, andifollowing the Rule of his Wore, 

and natin a Multitude running into Confution, 
as it their n gave them the Name and 
Power of the Affociate Synod. 

The ſuperior Number of which this Author 
boaſts, and the violent Courſe his Party are driv- 
ing, give us juft Oceaſion for David's Prayer, 
Pſalm xxv. 19. Conſider mine Enemies, for they 
are many, and they that hate me with cruel Hatred, 
Marg. with Hatred of Violence. But if any think 

| 4268 | | A 


themſelyes the Power and Authority of the Aſſo- 
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it is hard to charge their Meaſures with Hatred, 
Reſentment, or Malice ; let them know, | 
1. That tho! it is very difficult ſometimes to 
prove Hatred, which is an Heart-Sin, yet, in 
the preſent Caſe, it can be proved, that ONE 
of the Brethren, who came to read their Libel 
of Lies and Calumnies, (by which, many fay, 
the Sabbath was more profaned, than ever it 
was by reading the Act anent Porteous) wrote 4 | 
Letter on the Saturday Evening before that Acti- A 
on, to the Brother againſt whom he mainly in- 
tended the Intimation of that Libel, containing 
a Reply to a Warning Piece he ſent him; in which 
Letter he reminded him, of the little Regard he 
ſhewed to a printed Letter of his, as having al- 
ledged, that an Anfwer to it would have been 
an affronting the Judgment of judicious Readers, 
as you ſignify, ſays he, Page 76. yr lat Per- 
formance. Now, whether this Advertiſement 
argued his going about that work; not without 
a Mixture of 'CARNAL RESENTMENT, is left 
unto others td q ũ oY RI... o- 
2. As the ordinary Way of proving Malice, 7 
is by theſe two, namely, Malm mam, and 2 
Damnum ſecutum; that is, Miſchief threatened, Fe 
and Damage following, ſo, that Miſchief and Di- 
bonour have been threatened. by Egrtain Leader ſy 
againſt ſome, in Caſe they would not jump in 
with their Judgment in this Affair, is what can, E 
not only be proved, by public Intimatzons of what ' _ 
they were to do, anent drawing the Sword a- | 
gainſt their Brethren, and that long before their } 
pretended Cenſures and Sentences were enacted, 1 "2 
by them, but alſo by private Letters, bearing, | * 
under their Hand, a Threatning of Indignities, | 
oF | which | 
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which can be produced, if nn And now 
what DESIGNED DAMACE hath -=cupon fol 
lowed, in the furious, tho” in gtent Lajhe 
they have openly given to the Offices, Names 
and Characters of their Brethren and how many 
Hood tointed People are impoſed on thereby, the 
World are Judges. But they ſeem to have for- 
gotten, that God ſays, Obad. ver. 10. For thy 
Violence againſt thy Brother Jacob, Shame fall 
cover thee. Zeph. li. 10, 11. This ſhall they have 

or their Pride, becauſe thy have ee and 
ragnifed themſelves againſt the People of the Lord 
ef Hoſts, the Lord will he terrible unto them, 
Together with T/a. Ixvi. 5. Hear the Word of 
the Led, ye that tremble at his Herd; your Bre- 
thren thut hated you, and caſt you out for my 
News's Sake, ſaid, Leiethe Lord be glorified ; 
but he fail appear: to 225 for * and they ball bs 
aſpamed.. „ 

From Meere Review ofMr. Gib's Remarks, 
it 48: left. t the Copfideration. of the Ade 
Renders » whether they 4 zontainany bing truly 
eden or rather. any Thing more than 
4 . b which, may be jult- 
Fer . f ful Fight againlt a ſacred Fajt, 
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Phe above Review was written by the 2 
about tree Months, ago, but by forme Occur-. 
rences, moſtly unknown to him, it was negiected 
to be publiſhed till now, 


